Acronyms and Gossary

ACRONYMSAND GLOSSARY
ACEC: Areaof (riticd Environmentd Concern

adaptive use: A new ufor agructure or landscape other than the higoric use, normaly entailing some
modfication of the gructure or landscape.

affected environment: T he exiging biologica, physcd, cuturd, socid, and economic condtions of an
areatha are agectedto both drect andindrect changes asareaut of actionsdescribedwithin
dternativesunder congderation.

air quality: A meaare of hedth and vishility-related characterigics of air, often derived from
quantitative measrementsof the concentrations of gecific injurious or contaminating substances

allotment: An areaof pubic land desgnated and leased by the BLM for grazing livesock.
alternatives. A reasonade range of optionsthat can accomplish an agency’ sobjectives

animal unit month (AUM): The amount of forage necessary for the sugenance of one cow or its
equivadent for aperiod of one month.

archeological resources. Any materia remainsor physca evidence of pag human life or activities
which are of archeologcd interes, includng the record of the effects of human activitieson the
environment. Such resources are cgpable of revealing cientific or humanigic information through
archeological research.

area of critical environmental concern (ACEC): Placeswithin the BLM public lands where specia
management atention isrequired to protect and prevent irreparable damage to important higoric, cuturd
or scenic vaues fish and wildife resources other naturad sysemsor processesor to protect life and ssfety
from naturd hazards

B

backcountry camping: Camping a undeveloped locationsin the preserve outsde desgnated day use
only aress

biodiversity: Or biologca dversty, includes genetic dversty within goecies soeciesdiversty within a
community, and dversty in aful range of biologca communities. An areais consdered biologicaly

dverse when it includesrich and gable popuations of native geciesthat are naturdly dgtributed across
the landscape.

BIA: Bureauof Indan Affairs

Bureau of Land Management (BLM): An agency of the Department of the Interior that isreponsbe
for managing pubic lands.

C
Caltrans: Cdifornia Department of Trangportation

CCC: Civilian Consrvation Corps
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CDCA: Cdifornia Desrt Conservation Area
CDF& G: Cdifornia Department of Fish and Game
CDPA: Cdifornia Desart Protection Act

California Desert Protection Act of 1994 (CDPA): The CdiforniaDesert Protection Act esadishedthe
Mojave Nationd Preserve, added acreage to and redesignated Death Valey and Joshua T ree nationd
monumentsas nationa parks, and esadished 69 wilderness areas on BLM-managed pubic lands

CNPS CdiforniaNative Plant Sciety

concessioner: A private commercia entity that conductsbusness under contract with the Nationa Park
Servicetha may provide food, lodging, retall, recregtion, and other srvicesto park vigtors

cooperative management (agreement): A negotiated agreement between two or more entitiesto achieve
goecific management objectives

cooperative ecosystem studies units (CESUS): The Nationd Park Service hasentered into nationd
cooperative agreement with severa univergtiesto operate cooperative ecosysem sudes units (CESJ) on
campusesto promote research and educationa activitiesin parks

Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ): The Presdent’ sCouncil on Environmenta Qudlity wes
edadlished by the Nationa Environmenta Policy Act NEPA and isthe agency reponsblefor the
oversght and development of nationa environmentd policy.

critical habitat: Habitat approvedin the Federal Register ascritical for aparticuar lised speciesunder
section 4 of the Endangered Soecies Act. (1) The specific areaswithin the geographical area occupied by
the eciesa thetimeit isliged, on which are found those physca or hiologca festures (a) essentid to
the conservation of the gpeciesand (b) which may require pecid management or protection (2) Secific
areas outsde the geographical area occupied by the speciesat thetimeit isligedthat are consdered
esentid to the consarvation of the gecies

cultural landscape: A geographic area (including both cutural and natural resources) associated with a
higoric event, activity, or person or exhiliting other cutura or aeghetic vaues

cultural resource: An aspect of acuturd sysem that isvaued by or sgnificantly representative of a
cuture or tha containssgnificant information about a cuture. Properties such aslandscapes or digricts
gtes huldngs gructures, objects or cutura practicesthat are usudly greater than 50 years of age and
posessarchitecturd, higoric, scientific, or other technicad vaue. By their nature, cuturd resourcesare
nonrenewade.

cumulative effects (impacts): Effectson the environment tha resuit from the incrementa impactsof an
action when added to other padt, present, and reasonably foreseesble future actions regardess of which
agency (federd or nonfederd) or person undertakes such actions. Cumuative effects can resut from
individualy minor, but collectively sgnificant, actionstaking place over a period of time.

D

DCP: Devdopment Concept Plan
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degradation (natural resources): Refersto negetive impact(s) to naturd resources or naturd processes
Theimpact may be Snguar or cumuéative; the extent may be loca or ecosysemwide. Theterm
Oegracktion isused broady and may refer to: reduction in hahitat Sze, reduction in extent of plant
popuations, declining speciesvigor exhihited as reduced population numbers reduced reproductive
auccess, increased mortdity rates andor decreased percent of availdde hahitat utilized.

DEIS: Draft Environmentd Impact Satement

desert tortoise wildlife management area (DWMA): A sriesof reservesrecommencded by the
Recovery Plan tha provide areasfor popuation recovery and ddliging of the desert tortoise.

development concept plan (DCP): The Nationd Park Service uses a development concept plan to bridge
the gap between a genera management plan and the preliminary condruction and desgn draningsfor a
specific geographic areawithin the NPShoundaries T hisis accomplished by providng greeter detailed
drection on optionsfor development a aparticuar geographic area.

DOD: Depatment of Defense

DWMA: Desert Wildife Management Areas
E

EIS: Environmentd Impact Satement

environmental consegquences: A sction of an environmenta impact atement that isthe scientific and
andytic bessfor comparing dternatives Thisdiscusson includesthe environmentd effectsof the
dternatives any adverse effectsthat cannot be avoided, and short-term, long-term and cumuative effects

environmental impact statement (EIS): A detaled satement required by the Nationd Environmenta
Policy Act (NEPA) when an agency proposesamaor action that sonificantly affectsthe quality of the
human environment.

endangered species: Any gecieswhich isin danger of extinction throughou dl or asgnificant portion
of itsrange. Thexe geciesareliged by the U.S Fish and Wildife Service

Endangered Species Act of 1973 (amended) (ESA): The Endangered Secies Act enaresthat no
federd action will jeopardze the continued exigence of federdly liged or proposed threatened or
endangered gecies of plant or animal.

ephemeral range: Areasof the desert rangdand that do not condgently produce enough forageto agan
grazing cattle but may kriefly produce unusual volumes of forage to accommodate cattle grazing.

ethnographic resources. A dte, gructure, object, landscape, or natura resource festure assigned
legendary, religous, subssence, or other sgnificance in the cutura sysem of agroup tradtionaly
asociated with it.

F

facilities Refersto buildings, houses, campgrounds, picnic aress vidtor-use aress operaiona aress and
asociated supportinginfragructure such asroads trals and utilities
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Federal Land Policy and Management Act (FLPMA): Pudic Law 94-579, October 21, 1976. Often
referredto asthe BLM “ Organic Act,” which providesthe mgority of the BLM’ slegdative athority,
drection, policy, and basc management guidance.

FEIS: Ana Environmenta Impact Satement

floodplain: Land on either Sde of agtream or river that issuomerged during floods Typicaly dscussed
in termsof 50, 100, or 500 year events

100-year floodplain: The land adacent to ariver corridor that would be covered by weter during a
100-year flood event. A 100-year flood event has a 1% probahlity of occurring during any gven
yedr.

FLPMA: Federa Land Policy and Management Act
FWS: U.S Fish and Wildife Service
G

general management plan (GMP): Thefird tier plan for NPSunitsthat providesoveral broad
management drection.

geographic information system (GIS): Secidized oftware and computersthat convert map deta and
other resource information into dgtd files alowing andydsof reource interactions and generation of
computer dravn maps

GPRA: Government Performance and Resuts Act
groundwater: All water found below the surface of the ground.

guzzler: A guzzler isa permanent sf-fillingweter catchment. Mog are smilar to acigern andare
ample, low-maintenance devicesthat are esentidly tanksfilled by rain-collecting gprons (Gles1971).

H

hazardous material: A subgtance or comhination of subgtancesthat, because of quantity, concentration,
or physicd, chemicd, or infectious characterisics may ether: (1) cause or Sgnificantly contributeto an
increase in mortdity or an increase in sious, irrevershble, or incgpacitating, illness or (2) pose a
ubgantid present or potentia hazard to human hedlth or environment when improperly trested sored,
trangported, or dgposed of, or otherwise man-aged

hazardous waste: Hazardous materiasthat no longer have practica use, such as sutancesthat have
been discarded, Soilled, or contaminated, or that are being sored temporarily prior to proper dsposd.

herd management area: Areasof pudic land which are managed by the Bureau of Land Management
for wild horses and burros

historic district: A geographicaly definade area, urban or rura, possessing asgnificant concentration,
linkage or continuity of stes landscapes gructures or objects united by past eventsor aestheticdly by
plan or phydcd developments A digrict may dso be composed of individual eements separated
geographicaly but linked by association or higory.
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historic site: The ste of aggnificant event, prehigoric or higoric occupation or activity, or gructure or
landcape whether extant or vanished, where the Ste itsalf possesseshigoricd, cuturd, or archeologca
vaue gpart from the vaue of any exiging Sructure or landscape.

HMA: Herd Management Area
HML: HerdManagement Leve
HMP: Herd Management Plan

hydrology: A science dedlingwith the properties digribution and circuation of water on the surface of
theland, in the il and underlying rocks andin the atmosphere.

Impacts: Effects both beneficia and adverse, of an action on the human environment. Direct effectsare
those occuring & the same time and place asthe action itsdlf. Indrect effectsoccur later in time or are
farther removedin dgance from the action, yet are reasonadly foresseadle.

Indian trust resources. Resourceshddin trust by the U.S government for the benefit of Indian tribes

Infrastructure: The various sysemsand facilities needed to support park operationsand visgtor services
(e.g., sawer andwater sygems eectric sysems, communication lines roadsandtrails, and various

support buldings).

Interpretation: Programsthat support the misson of the Nationd Park Service by assging peoplein
underganding, enjoying, and contributing to the protection of the park’ snaturd, cuturd, and scenic
resources and dynamic processes. Interpretive programsinclude walks and evening programs, guided
tours, forma education programsfor school groups exhihits, audovisud productions and pubdications

L

land protection plan (L PP): A plan that provides generd guidance for parks on addressing issues related
to nonfedera lands and interests contained within the boundaries of park units

LPP: Land Protection Plan

locatable minerals: Any vauable mineral that isnot salable or leasable includng gold, slver,
molybdenum, tunggen, and uranium.

M

Minimum Tool Analysis: An analyssof “tools’ or methodsthat might be uilized for a particuar
understanding in wilderness, whose purpose isto find the leegt impacting tool to accomplish the task

Mining in the Parks Act: Pubdlic Law 94-429 that wes passed in September 1976, gving the Nationa
Park Service athority to regdate mining on al federa clamsingde park units

mitigation: An activity desgnedto avoid, minimize, rectify, reduce or compensate the severity of, or

eliminate impactsfrom the proposed project. A mitigation measure shoud be a olution to an identified
environmentd prodem.
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museum collection: Oljects worksof art, higoric documents and natura higory specimens collected
accordingto arationa scheme and maintained o they can be preserved, Suded, and interpretedfor
public benefit.

N

National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA): A law enacted on Jenuary 1, 1970 that esadished
anationd policy to maintain condtions under which humans and nature can exig in productive harmony
and fufill the socid, economic and other requirements of present and future generations of Americans

National Historic Landmark: A ddrict, Ste, bulding, Sructure, landscape, or object of nationa
higorica dgnificance, desgnated by the Secretary of the Interior under athority of the Higoric StesAct
of 1935 and entered in the Nationd Regser of Hisoric Places

National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (NHPA): Thisact required federd agenciesto gve
congderation to higoric properties determined sgnificant (propertiesliged on or determined to be eighble
for the Nationa Regger of Higoric Places) prior to expendng fundng for, athorizing, or licensnga
federd project or permit.

National Natural Landmark Register: A program which seeksto identify and encouragethe
preservation of areasthat illugtrate the ecological and geologicd character of the United Sates

National Park Service (NPS): An agency in the Department of the Interior responsbe for protection and
preservation of 379 naturd and cutura unitsthroughout the United Sates

National Register of Historic Places. The comprehensvelig of ddricts stes buldngs, sructures and
objectsof nationd, regona, date, and locd sgnificance in American higory, architecture, archeology,
engneering, and cuture kept by the Nationd Park Srvice under athority of the Nationa Higoric
Preservation Act of 1966.

natural resources. Featuresand vauesthat include plantsand animals, water, air, 0ils topographic
features geologc features paleontologica resources, natura quiet, and clear night kies

NECO: Northern and Eagern Colorado Planning Effort
NEMO: Northern and Eagern Mojave Planning Effort
NEPA: Nationd Environmentd Policy Act

NHPA: Nationa Higoric Presrvation Act

no-action alternative: An dternativein an environmentd impact gatement that continues curent
management drection. A no action dternativeisabenchmark againg which action dternaivesare
compared.

nonnative species. Jeciesof plantsor animasthat do not naturdly occur in aparticdar areaand often
interferewith natura hiological sysems Also known asalien, introduced, or exotic Jecies

Non-point pollution sources: Pollutantsthat enter the environment from generd non-contained

locations Examples of non-point sources are roadnays, parking lots, and landscaped areas. Pollutants
from these locations can include petrochemicas heavy metas andfertilizers
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Nonwilderness. Areasthat have not been legdatively desgnated aswildernessaress.
P
paleoenvironment: Ancient environment.

patented mining claim: These damsare mining properties obtained under the 1872 Mining Law, where
the owners have met the federd requirementsto oltain title to the suface and subsurface esates Mining
on patented clamsisaugect to NPSreguaionsat 36 CFR Part 9A, the same ason unpatented clams

perennial range: Refersto portionsof agrazing permit or dlotment where grazing is primarily on
perennid plants (shrubs, cacti, biennia herbs)

petroglyph: An ancient picture, desgn, or indentation carved, abraded, or peckedinto arock suface.
pictograph: An ancient figure or desgn painted onto arock suface.

plan of operations. A plan suomitted by an operator in compliance with 36 CFR Part 9, which outlinesin
detall proposed mining development activitiesfor agency review and anayss

prescribed fire: FHresthat areintentionaly ignited under controlled condtionsto meet management gods
for natural resources and processes, wildand fire protection, and cutural resource preservation.

preservation (cultural resource): Theact or processof gpplying messresto udan the exigingform,
integity, and materid of ahigoric Sructure, landscape, or olject. Work may include preiminary
measresto protect and gahlize the property, but generaly focuses on the ongoing preservetion
maintenance and repair of higoric materiasand festuresrather than extensve replacement and new work.

preservation (natural resource): The act or processof preventing, eiminating, or reducing human-
caused impactsto natural resources and natural proceses

R

ranch developments. Sructuresthat areingalled to support ranching operationsincludng: weter tanks
windmills, pipelines fences, cattleguards, corrals etc.

record of decison (ROD): T he pudic document following the preparation of afina environmenta
impact gatement that reflectsthe agency’ sfina decison, rationae behind the decison, and commitments
to monitoring and mitigation.

rehabilitation (cultural resources): Theact or process of making possble an efficient compatible use for
ahigoric gructure or landscape through repair, dterations and addtionswhile preserving the portionsor
festureswhich convey the higorica, cutura and architecturd values

rehabilitation (natural resources): All activities conducted to improve the qudity or biologic function of
an impacted naturd resource. The term rehahlitation connotes aless extensve processthan regoration.
Steimpactsmay preclude aful resoration but project work isundertaken to enhance the extent or
function of naturd proceses

reserved water right: When the government reservesland for a preserve or other purposes it dso
rexrves explicitly or by implication, enough unappropriated weter a the time of the reservation asis
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necessry to accomplish the purposesfor which Congress or the Presdent authorized the landto be
reserved.

restoration (cultural): Theact or processof accurately depicting the form, festures and character of an
exiging higoric gructure, landscape, or object asit gppeared a a particdar period of time, by removing
modern addtions and replacing log portionsof higoric faric, paint, or other dements

restoration (natural): Work conducted to removeimpactsto naturd resources and resore naturd
proceses andto return agteto naurd condtions

revegetation: Replacement or augmentation of native plantsin an arealargely or entirely denuded of
vegetation.

riparian areas: Areasthat are on or adacent to riversand 4reams these aressaretypicdly rich in
biologca dversty.

right-of-way (ROW): An authorization provided that ecifiesthe legd right of use, occupancy, or
access acrossland or weter areasfor agpecia purpose or purposes

roads (backcountry): Unmaintained routes of travel that have been esadlished by repeated motorized
vehicle use or were congructed usng equipment to provide accessto aremote ste. These roads are often
in unpredictade condtion and usudly require a high clearance or four whed drive vehicle.

roadside camping: Campingin close proximity to avehiclein previoudy dgurbed Stesadong open
routesof travel outsde wilderness

RS-2477: A revised datute under the Mining Act of 1866 that provided for the esadishment of rights-of-
way across pudic lands Although repeded by Congressin 1976 with enactment of the Federd Land
Policy and Management Act, vdid rights-of-way for roadscongructed on pubic lands before 1976 were
not sugect to the reped.

S

Section 7 Conaultation: Section 7 of the Endangered Soecies Act requires conautation with the U.S Fsh
and Wildife Srviceif the haaitat of athreatened or endangered plant or anima may be affected by a
federdly authorized action.

Soda SpringdZzyzx: A desrt oadslocated gpproximatdy ten milessouth of Baker, Cdiforniathat hasa
long higory of human use and haswater sourcesthat provide hahitat for the endangered Mohave tu chub

State School Lands: Land owned and managed by the Sate Lands Commisson for the benefit of the
date Sections16 and 36 of each township were deeded to the gate upon gatehood Sme of these have
snce been sold or traded.

surface water: Water tha naturdly flowsor settleson top of naturd landforms and vegetation, often as
rivers orings seepsdreams lakes ponds and other bodies of weter.

T
threatened species: Any gpecieswhich islikely to become an endangered gpecieswithin the foreseegble

future throughou dl or aggnificant portion of itsrange. These Peciesare lised by the U.S Fish and
Wildife Service.
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USFS: U.S Fores Sarvice
USGS: U.S Geologicd Survey
unpatented mining claim:

\%

vigtor experience: The perceptions fedings and interaction a park vigtor hasin rdationship with the
environment.

w
Watershed: Theregon draining into ariver, river sysem, or body of weter.

Wetland: Areasthat are inundated by surface or groundweter with afrequency sufficient to support,
under normal circumgances, vegetation or aquetic life that requires saturated or seasonaly saturated oil
condtionsfor growth and reproduction.

Wild and Free-Roaming Horse and Burro Act of 1971: An act passedin 1971 that providesfor
management of wild and free roaming horses and burros on pubic lands The Act appliesto pudic lands
managed by the BLM andthe U.S Fores Service.

Wilderness Areasprotect by provisonsof the Wilderness Act of 1964. Thee areasare characterized by
alack of human interference in natura processes generaly there would be no roads, gructures
ingdlations or use of motorized equipment.

WMP: Weg Mojave Plan: BLM-led planning effort focusng on mutiple species conservation.
z

Zzyzx: A desrt oadslocaed goproximatey ten miles south of Baker, Cdiforniaat Soda Sorings named
by Curtis Soringer.
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